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Always verify dates, eligibility, fees, seat matrices and rules from the concerned official authority before taking a final admission decision.
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02 Welcome to Your Admission Roadmap

Getting a good NEET score is only the first half of the journey. The next challenge is converting that score into the best

possible seat, college, course and fee combination.

This guide is a decision-making handbook—not a substitute for official counselling notices. Use it to organise choices,

compare colleges and avoid common counselling errors.

THE 6-STEP ROADMAP

1. Know your profile → score, rank, category, domicile, budget

2. Identify counselling routes → MCC + relevant state/other authorities

3. Register correctly → details, documents, payment

4. Build your preference list → ambitious + realistic + safe

5. Fill choices strategically → preference order matters

6. Track every round → allotment, reporting, upgrade and exit rules

How to use this e-book
• Keep your NEET scorecard/rank details and category information beside you.

• Create a college shortlist before the choice-filling window opens.

• Separate colleges into Dream, Target and Safety groups.

• Record tuition, hostel, other charges and likely total annual budget.

• Never rely on social-media messages alone for deadlines or seat availability.
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03 NEET UG 2026: Official Status & What Happens
Next

NEET (UG) is the common national entrance examination used for undergraduate medical education and is also

applicable to specified AYUSH courses under the applicable laws and rules. The official NTA portal publishes NEET UG

2026 examination, result and public-notice information.

2026 OFFICIAL STATUS

The NTA website currently lists NEET UG 2026 result-related notices and 2026 examination documents. After the

examination/result stage, candidates should move to the counselling stage and follow the authority responsible for the

seats they want.

Key authorities
Authority / Route What it is generally used for What to monitor

NTA NEET examination, score/result and exam notices Scorecard, result and official notices

MCC Central online UG medical/dental counselling and specified participating seatsRegistration, schedule, seat matrix, results

State/UT authority State quota and other seats under state rules Domicile, merit list, choices, fees

College / University Institution-level joining/admission requirements Reporting, fee payment, original documents

Important: Exact seat distribution, eligibility and counselling rules vary by institution, state, category and year. The latest official notification
always prevails.
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04 Understand the Counselling Ecosystem

Before registering anywhere, identify which counselling route controls the seat you want. One registration does not

automatically cover every college and every state.

Target Route to investigate Your action

AIQ / central counselling seats MCC UG counselling Read current MCC bulletin/schedule and register

State quota seats Concerned State/UT authority Check domicile, eligibility and registration

Deemed universities MCC UG route as applicable Check participation, fees and current rules

Private colleges under state rules State counselling authority where applicable Check state policy, fee and eligibility

BDS / specified AYUSH courses Relevant current counselling authority Confirm the current route before registering

SMART RULE

Identify the official counselling authority first. Then verify the current notification, eligibility and registration process.
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05 Counselling Timeline: Your Action Calendar

Stage What you should do Do not miss

1. Result & rank Download scorecard; record AIR/category details Correct score/rank

2. Research Shortlist colleges; compare fees, hospitals and previous cut-offs Budget + eligibility

3. Registration Register with the correct counselling authority Deadline + payment

4. Documents Upload/produce documents as instructed Valid certificates

5. Choice filling Arrange choices in genuine preference order Locking deadline

6. Allotment Check result and read round instructions Reporting deadline

7. Reporting Complete admission/reporting and fee formalities Original documents

8. Upgrade / next round Participate only after understanding the rules Upgrade/exit consequences

2026 TIP

Counselling dates can be revised. Keep a calendar and check the official portal during active registration and allotment

periods.
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06 Documents Checklist

Prepare a digital folder and a physical folder. Keep clear scans, readable photographs and multiple copies where

required.

Document Ready? Notes

NEET UG 2026 scorecard / result ■ Download from official NTA portal

NEET admit card / application details ■ Keep for record if requested

Class 10 certificate / DOB proof ■ Check name and date of birth

Class 12 marksheet / certificate ■ Check subject/eligibility requirements

Valid photo ID ■ Use accepted ID

Passport-size photographs ■ Keep recent copies

Category certificate, if applicable ■ Current prescribed format

EWS certificate, if applicable ■ Check current validity

PwD/PwBD certificate, if applicable ■ Follow current rules

Domicile/state documents, if required ■ State-specific

NRI/OCI documents, if applicable ■ Follow current counselling rules

Medical fitness/other certificates ■ Only if required

Never upload a document just because someone on WhatsApp asks for it. Verify the requirement on the official counselling portal first.
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07 Registration: Step-by-Step

Step 1: Use the official counselling website. Avoid unknown forwarded links.

Step 2: Create/login to your candidate account using the prescribed process.

Step 3: Enter personal, academic, category and other information exactly as supported by your documents.

Step 4: Upload photographs/certificates in the required size and format.

Step 5: Pay the applicable registration/security/other fee through the official gateway.

Step 6: Save the application/registration number, payment receipt and submitted form.

Step 7: Before choice filling, confirm your dashboard shows the required registration/eligibility status.

REGISTRATION QUALITY CHECK

Name ✓ DOB ✓ NEET details ✓ Category ✓ Domicile ✓ Certificates ✓ Photo ✓ Payment ✓ Final submitted form ✓

If a correction window is provided, use it immediately for any genuine error.
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08 Choice Filling: The Most Important Strategy

Choice filling is a ranking exercise: you are telling the counselling system which seat you prefer first, second, third and

so on.

Build your list in three groups
Group Meaning How to think

A — Dream Highly preferred colleges that may be difficult at your rankTop preference + strong profile

B — Target Reasonable possibilities based on rank and eligibility Preference + probability

C — Safety Acceptable options protecting against an unsuccessful outcomeAffordable + eligible + acceptable

• Do not place a college above another only because someone says it has a better chance.

• Do not fill a college you would refuse to join just to increase the number of choices.

• Compare total cost, not only tuition.

• Check seat type, category, course and eligibility.

• Save a copy/screenshot of your final submitted or locked choices when the portal permits.

GOLDEN RULE

Preference order should represent your real preference—not a random list.
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09 How Seat Allotment Works

The counselling system processes candidates according to the applicable merit/rank, eligibility, category rules, seat

availability and choices submitted. The exact algorithm is defined by the concerned authority.

Simple illustration
Candidate Rank position Choice order Possible outcome

A Higher merit X → Y → Z If eligible seat exists at X, X may be considered first

B Next merit X → Y → Z May receive Y if X is unavailable

C Later merit Y → Z → W May receive Z depending on seats/rules

• A higher-ranked candidate can consume a seat before a lower-ranked candidate is considered.

• Seats can move in later rounds due to upgrades, non-joining, resignations or other permitted movements.

• Previous-year closing rank is an estimate, not a guarantee.

READ THE RESULT CAREFULLY

An allotment result is not necessarily completed admission. Follow reporting, fee payment, document verification and

joining instructions for that round.
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10 MCC Counselling: Practical Checklist

MCC conducts online counselling for specified undergraduate medical/dental seats and participating institutions. The

current MCC portal publishes session-2026 information and counselling documents.

Before every MCC round, check:
• Current counselling schedule and round dates.

• Registration and payment requirements.

• Seat matrix published for that round.

• Eligibility/category instructions and special notices.

• Choice-filling and locking window.

• Result publication and reporting deadline.

• Free-exit / upgrade / resignation / forfeiture rules applicable to the round.

OFFICIAL SOURCE

Use the Medical Counselling Committee portal for the latest UG counselling notices, schedule, seat matrix and

candidate instructions.

Tip: Save the current counselling schedule as a PDF and mark every deadline in your phone calendar.
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11 State Counselling: What Changes?

State counselling can differ significantly from MCC counselling. Domicile, state merit, category definitions, fee

structures, seat types and eligibility may be governed by state-specific rules.

Check Why it matters

Domicile May determine eligibility for state quota seats

State merit list Your position may differ from AIR-based expectations

Category format A certificate accepted by one authority may not automatically satisfy another

Private college policy Seat distribution and fee rules can be state-specific

Choice filling Portal structure and number/type of choices can differ

Reporting Physical/online reporting and document requirements vary

Safe workflow: identify the official authority → download the current brochure → verify eligibility → register → check

merit list → fill choices → track allotment → report.
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12 How to Compare Medical Colleges

Do not choose a medical college only by brand name or last-year cut-off. Balance academics, clinical exposure, cost,

location and your personal priorities.

Factor Questions to ask Priority

Hospital / clinical exposure Patient flow? OPD/IPD? Emergency exposure? Attached hospital? ★★★★★

Academic environment Faculty, teaching schedule, labs, library, support? ★★★★■

Fees Tuition + hostel + other charges + possible increases? ★★★★★

Location Distance, transport, safety, living cost? ★★★■■

Infrastructure Labs, hostel, simulation, sports, campus facilities? ★★★■■

Internship / training How is internship structured and where conducted? ★★★★■

Student feedback What do multiple independent sources say? ★★★■■

RED FLAG

Be cautious of claims such as “100% guaranteed admission”, “guaranteed seat outside counselling”, or requests to pay

money before verifying the official seat and fee process.
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13 Fees & Budget Planning

The lowest tuition fee does not always mean the lowest total cost. Build a full-course budget before accepting a seat.

Cost head Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Total

Tuition fee ■____ ■____ ■____ ■____ ■____

Hostel ■____ ■____ ■____ ■____ ■____

Mess / food ■____ ■____ ■____ ■____ ■____

University / exam / other ■____ ■____ ■____ ■____ ■____

Books / equipment / travel ■____ ■____ ■____ ■____ ■____

Estimated total ■____ ■____ ■____ ■____ ■____

• Ask for the official fee structure before paying.

• Check hostel, mess, university, examination and other charges.

• Ask how refunds and security deposits work.

• Do not treat unofficial “donation” quotes as a substitute for an official fee structure.

• Keep every payment receipt and admission document.
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14 Cut-Offs: How to Read Them Correctly

Previous-year closing ranks are useful for estimating competitiveness, but they are not promises. Cut-offs can move

with seat matrix, candidate preferences, category, counselling round, new colleges and fee levels.

Term Meaning / use

Opening rank Early rank at which a seat is shown in a particular round/category context.

Closing rank Last/lowest rank at which a seat was allotted in that context.

Round-wise cut-off Cut-off can change from Round 1 to later rounds.

Category cut-off Different categories can have different eligibility and allotment patterns.

State quota cut-off Can differ substantially from AIQ/MCC outcomes.

USE CUT-OFFS AS A RANGE

Create three groups: possible, competitive and stretch. Then fill enough choices to protect your options.
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15 Category, Domicile, NRI & Special Eligibility

Eligibility is not one-size-fits-all. A candidate may have a NEET rank but still need to satisfy additional conditions for a

particular seat.

Profile Verify before choice filling

General / UR Basic NEET eligibility + counselling-specific requirements

OBC / SC / ST Correct category certificate and current format/validity

EWS Current EWS certificate requirements and validity

PwD/PwBD Current disability certification and counselling procedure

NRI / OCI Current candidature definition, documents and eligibility rules

State domicile State-specific domicile and reservation rules

If your eligibility is unusual or your documents have changed, do not guess. Use the current counselling bulletin and

official authority/helpdesk clarification.
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16 Common Mistakes That Cost Seats

Mistake Why it matters

Missing registration deadline A strong rank cannot help if you never enter the counselling process.

Random choice filling Poor ordering can produce an unwanted seat or reduce chances of a preferred seat.

Ignoring later rounds Seat movement can occur later, subject to the applicable rules.

Not checking fee structure A seat can become financially difficult after admission.

Incorrect category/domicile data Eligibility can be affected.

Relying on unofficial cut-offs Telegram/WhatsApp figures may be incomplete or wrong.

Paying unverified money Always demand official fee details and receipts.

Not reading reporting rules Missing reporting can lead to loss of an allotment.

ANTI-SCAM CHECK

If someone guarantees a seat outside the official process, asks for payment to a personal account, or refuses to

provide an official fee receipt, stop and verify.
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17 Your Personal College Shortlist Worksheet

Fill this table before choice filling. Add more rows in your own notes if needed.

Priority College / University Course Route Estimated cost Status

1 __________________ MBBS/BDS/___ MCC/State/___ ■________ Dream/Target/Safe

2 __________________ MBBS/BDS/___ MCC/State/___ ■________ Dream/Target/Safe

3 __________________ MBBS/BDS/___ MCC/State/___ ■________ Dream/Target/Safe

4 __________________ MBBS/BDS/___ MCC/State/___ ■________ Dream/Target/Safe

5 __________________ MBBS/BDS/___ MCC/State/___ ■________ Dream/Target/Safe

6 __________________ MBBS/BDS/___ MCC/State/___ ■________ Dream/Target/Safe

7 __________________ MBBS/BDS/___ MCC/State/___ ■________ Dream/Target/Safe

8 __________________ MBBS/BDS/___ MCC/State/___ ■________ Dream/Target/Safe

9 __________________ MBBS/BDS/___ MCC/State/___ ■________ Dream/Target/Safe

10 __________________ MBBS/BDS/___ MCC/State/___ ■________ Dream/Target/Safe

My NEET AIR: ____________________ Category: ____________________ Domicile: ____________________

Maximum annual budget: ■____________________ Preferred states: ______________________________

Top 3 priorities: 1. __________________ 2. __________________ 3. __________________
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18 Final Admission-Day Checklist

• Seat allotment letter downloaded/saved.

• Reporting deadline confirmed.

• Original documents packed and photocopies prepared.

• Required fee/payment method arranged.

• Hostel requirements checked.

• College address and reporting location confirmed.

• Receipts, application forms and payment proofs saved.

• Any upgrade/next-round decision made only after reading applicable rules.

• Parent/guardian has a copy of the complete admission file.

THE ACADEMIC COUNSELLING — OUR GUIDANCE APPROACH

Profile Analysis → College Shortlisting → Budget Planning → Counselling Registration Support →
Choice-Filling Strategy → Allotment Guidance → Admission Documentation

We believe the right admission decision combines rank, preference, eligibility, affordability and long-term academic

value.

Website: www.academiccounselling.in

For current dates, seat matrices, eligibility and official notices, always verify the latest information on the NTA and MCC portals.
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19 Official Sources & Disclaimer

National Testing Agency (NTA) — NEET UG
Official NEET UG portal: https://neet.nta.nic.in/

Medical Counselling Committee (MCC)
Official counselling portal: https://mcc.nic.in/

State / UT counselling authority
Use the official portal notified for your state/UT. Do not rely on third-party websites for the final deadline or eligibility

decision.

DISCLAIMER

This e-book is an educational guidance resource for NEET UG 2026 aspirants. It is not an official government

counselling bulletin and does not guarantee admission, rank, seat allotment, college, fee or outcome. Rules,

schedules, seat matrices, eligibility, fees and cut-offs can change. The latest notification issued by the concerned

authority will prevail.

© 2026 The Academic Counselling. All rights reserved.
NEET UG 2026 • Admission Guidance E-Book


